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otherwise uncertain; nor do I believe it will be
decided before there is an open rupture. But it
is peculiar to him, and to him alone, that, should
he once grasp power, it will not afterward escape
him; for a better courtier, a man of deeper views,
more subtle, and at the same time more firm and
more pertinacious, does not exist.

You  may well imagine,  my  Lord, that, if I
suppose  facts  are   too   partial   and   hitherto not
sufficiently   numerous   to   be   reduced   to   system,
on which conjectures  may be formed   respecting
the  King  and politics, "I   am  still  much  farther
from   thinking   I   can,   with   any   appearance of
probability   satisfactory  for   a   wise   man,   divine
what will be the grand foreign connections, and
political influence  of Prussia, under  the  present
reign,   I have sketched my ideas on the subject
in a memorial, which is a work of labour;   but
which (except the proofs the country affords, and
which here, as I imagine, will be found united,
and   compared,   more   accurately   than   anywhere
else) is only a succession of conjectures.   It con-
tains  many things which  may, and   perhaps not
one of which wil, happen.    I am fortunate if, in